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Monument to Commemorate a Victory over the Rebellious Peasants 

Σχεδίασμα που περιλαμβάνεται στο The Painter’s Manual του 1525, του Albrecht Dürer. 
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Α. The Twelve Articles of the Peasants – 1525 (German Peasants’ 

War)1 

The fundamental and correct chief articles of all the peasants and of those subject to 

ecclesiastical lords, relating to these matters in which they feel themselves aggrieved. 

M cccc, quadratum, Ix et duplicatum 

V cum transit, christiana secta peribit. 

Peace to the Christian Reader and the Grace of God through Christ. 

There are many evil writings put forth of late which take occasion, on account of the 

assembling of the peasants, to cast scorn upon the gospel, saying: Is this the fruit of the new 

teaching, that no one should obey but all should everywhere rise in revolt and rush together 

to reform or perhaps destroy altogether the authorities, both ecclesiastic and lay? The articles 

below shall answer these godless and criminal fault-finders, and serve in the first place to 

remove the reproach from the word of God, and in the second place to give a Christian excuse 

for the disobedience or even the revolt of the entire Peasantry. In the first place the Gospel is 

not the cause of revolt and disorder, since it is the message of Christ, the promised Messiah, 

the Word of Life, teaching only love, peace, patience and concord. Thus, all who believe in 

Christ should learn to be loving, peaceful, long-suffering and harmonious. This is the 

foundation of all the articles of the peasants (as will be seen) who accept the Gospel and live 

according to it. How then can the evil reports declare the Gospel to be a cause of revolt and 

disobedience? That the authors of the evil reports and the enemies of the Gospel oppose 

themselves to these demands is due, not to the Gospel, but to the Devil, the worst enemy of 

the Gospel, who causes this opposition by raising doubts in the minds of his followers, and 

thus the word of God, which teaches love, peace and concord, is overcome. In the second 

place, it is clear that the peasants demand that this Gospel be taught them as a guide in life 

and they ought not to be called disobedient or disorderly. Whether God grant the peasants 

(earnestly wishing to live according to His word) their requests or not, who shall find fault 

with the will of the Most High? Who shall meddle in His judgments or oppose his majesty? 

Did He not hear the children of Israel when they called upon Him and saved them out of the 

hands of Pharaoh? Can He not save His own to-day? Yes, He will save them and that speedily. 

Therefore, Christian reader, read the following articles with care and then judge. Here follow 

the articles: 

The First Article. – First, it is our humble petition and desire, as also our will and resolution, 

that in the future we should have power and authority so that each community should choose 

and appoint a pastor, and that we should have the right to depose him should he conduct 

himself improperly. The pastor thus chosen should teach us the Gospel pure and simple, 

without any addition, doctrine or ordinance of man. For to teach us continually the true faith 

will lead us to pray God that through His grace this faith may increase within us and become 

part of us. For if His grace work not within us we remain flesh and blood, which availeth 

nothing; since the Scripture clearly teaches that only through true faith can we come to God. 

 
1 The Peasant War in Germany by Frederick Engels. https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1850/peasant-

war-germany/ch0e.htm 
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Only through His mercy can we become holy. Hence such a guide and pastor is necessary and 

in this fashion grounded upon the Scriptures. 

The Second Article. – According as the just tithe is established by the Old Testament and 

fulfilled in the New, we are ready and willing to pay the fair tithe of grain. The word of God 

plainly provided that in giving according to right to God and distributing to His people the 

services of a pastor are required. We will that, for the future, our church provost, whomsoever 

the community may appoint, shall gather and receive this tithe. From this he shall give to the 

pastor, elected by the whole community, a decent and sufficient maintenance for him and his, 

as shall seem right to the whole community (or, with the knowledge of the community). What 

remains over shall be given to the poor of the place, as the circumstances and the general 

opinion demand. Should anything farther remain, let it be kept, lest any one should have to 

leave the country from poverty. Provision should also be made from this surplus to avoid 

laying any land tax on the poor. In case one or more villages themselves have sold their tithes 

on account of want, and each village has taken action as a whole, the buyer should not suffer 

loss, but we will that some proper agreement be reached with him for the repayment of the 

sum by the village with due interest. But those who have tithes which they have not purchased 

from a village, but which were appropriated by their ancestors, should not, and ought not, to 

be paid anything farther by the village which shall apply its tithes to the support of the pastors 

elected as above indicated, or to solace the poor as is taught by the Scriptures. The small tithes, 

whether ecclesiastical or lay, we will not pay at all, for the Lord God created cattle for the free 

use of man. We will not, therefore, pay farther an unseemly tithe which is of man’s invention. 

The Third Article. – It has been the custom hitherto for men to hold us as their own property, 

which is pitiable enough, considering that Christ has delivered and redeemed us all, without 

exception, by the shedding of His precious blood, the lowly as well as the great. Accordingly, 

it is consistent with Scripture that we should be free and wish to be so. Not that we would 

wish to be absolutely free and under no authority. God does not teach us that we should lead 

a disorderly life in the lusts of the flesh, but that we should love the Lord our God and our 

neighbour. We would gladly observe all this as God has commanded us in the celebration of 

the communion. He has not commanded us not to obey the authorities, but rather that we 

should be humble, not only towards those in authority, but towards every one. We are thus 

ready to yield obedience according to God’s law to our elected and regular authorities in all 

proper things becoming to a Christian. We, therefore, take it for granted that you will release 

us from serfdom as true Christians, unless it should be shown us from the Gospel that we are 

serfs. 

The Fourth Article. – In the fourth place it has been the custom heretofore, that no poor man 

should be allowed to catch venison or wild fowl or fish in flowing water, which seems to us 

quite unseemly and unbrotherly as well as selfish and not agreeable to the word of God. In 

some places the authorities preserve the game to our great annoyance and loss, recklessly 

permitting the unreasoning animals to destroy to no purpose our crops which God suffers to 

grow for the use of man, and yet we must remain quiet. This is neither godly or neighbourly. 

For when God created man he gave him dominion over all the animals, over the birds of the 

air and over the fish in the water. Accordingly it is our desire if a man holds possession of 

waters that he should prove from satisfactory documents that his right has been unwittingly 

acquired by purchase. We do not wish to take it from him by force, but his rights should be 
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exercised in a Christian and brotherly fashion. But whosoever cannot produce such evidence 

should surrender his claim with good grace. 

The Fifth Article. – In the fifth place we are aggrieved in the matter of wood-cutting, for the 

noble folk have appropriated all the woods to themselves alone. If a poor man requires wood 

he must pay double for it (or, perhaps, two pieces of money). It is our opinion in regard to 

wood which has fallen into the hands of a lord whether spiritual or temporal, that unless it 

was duly purchased it should revert again to the community. It should, moreover, be free to 

every member of the community to help himself to such fire-wood as he needs in his home. 

Also, if a man requires wood for carpenter’s purposes he should have it free, but with the 

knowledge of a person appointed by the community for that purpose. Should, however, no 

such forest be at the disposal of the community let that which has been duly bought be 

administered in a brotherly and Christian manner. If the forest, although unfairly 

appropriated in the first instance, was later duly sold let the matter be adjusted in a friendly 

spirit and according to the Scriptures. 

The Sixth Article. – Our sixth complaint is in regard to the excessive services demanded of us 

which are increased from day to day. We ask that this matter be properly looked into so that 

we shall not continue to be oppressed in this way, but that some gracious consideration be 

given us, since our forefathers were required only to serve according to the word of God. 

The Seventh Article. – Seventh, we will not hereafter allow ourselves to be farther oppressed by 

our lords, but will let them demand only what is just and proper according to the word of the 

agreement between the lord and the peasant. The lord should no longer try to force more 

services or other dues from the peasant without payment, but permit the peasant to enjoy his 

holding in peace and quiet. The peasant should, however, help the lord when it is necessary, 

and at proper times when it will not be disadvantageous to the peasant and for a suitable 

payment. 

The Eighth Article. – In the eighth place, we are greatly burdened by holdings which cannot 

support the rent exacted from them. The peasants suffer loss in this way and are ruined, and 

we ask that the lords may appoint persons of honour to inspect these holdings, and fix a rent 

in accordance with justice, so that the peasants shall not work for nothing, since the labourer 

is worthy of his hire. 

The Ninth Article. – In the ninth place, we are burdened with a great evil in the constant making 

of new laws. We are not judged according to the offense, but sometimes with great ill will, 

and sometimes much too leniently. In our opinion we should be judged according to the old 

written law so that the case shall be decided according to its merits, and not with partiality. 

The Tenth Article. – In the tenth place, we are aggrieved by the appropriation by individuals 

of meadows and fields which at one time belonged to a community. These we will take again 

into our own hands. It may, however, happen that the land was rightfully purchased. When, 

however, the land has unfortunately been purchased in this way, some brotherly arrangement 

should be made according to circumstances. 
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The Eleventh Article. – In the eleventh place we will entirely abolish the due called Todfall (that 

is, heriot) and will no longer endure it, nor allow widows and orphans to be thus shamefully 

robbed against God’s will, and in violation of justice and right, as has been done in many 

places, and by those who should shield and protect them. These have disgraced and despoiled 

us, and although they had little authority they assumed it. God will suffer this no more, but it 

shall be wholly done away with, and for the future no man shall be bound to give little or 

much. 

Conclusion. – In the twelfth place it is our conclusion and final resolution, that if any one or 

more of the articles here set forth should not be in agreement with the word of God, as we 

think they are, such article we will willingly recede from when it is proved really to be against 

the word of God by a clear explanation of the Scripture. Or if articles should now be conceded 

to us that are hereafter discovered to be unjust, from that hour they shall be dead and null and 

without force. Likewise, if more complaints should be discovered which are based upon truth 

and the Scriptures and relate to offenses against God and our neighbour, we have determined 

to reserve the right to present these also, and to exercise ourselves in all Christian teaching. 

For this we shall pray God, since He can grant these, and He alone. The peace of Christ abide 

with us all. 

 

Β. 00.32 Luther: Against the Robbing and Murdering Hordes of 

Peasants, May 15252  

In the former book I did not venture to judge the peasants, since they had offered to be set 

right and to be instructed, and Christ's command, in Matthew VII, says that we are not to 

judge. But before I look around they go on, and, forgetting their offer, they betake themselves 

to violence, and rob and rage and act like mad dogs. By this it is easy to see what they had in 

their false minds, and that the pretences which they made in their twelve articles, under the 

name of the Gospel, were nothing but lies. It is the devil's work that they are at, and in 

particular it is the work of the archdevil who rules at Mühlhausen, and does nothing else than 

stir up robbery, murder and bloodshed; as Christ says of him in John VIII, ‘He was a murderer 

from the beginning.’ Since, then, these peasants and wretched folk have let themselves be led 

astray, and do otherwise than they have promised, I too must write of them otherwise than I 

have written, and begin by setting their sin before them, as God commands Isaiah and Ezekiel, 

on the chance that some of them may learn to know themselves. Then I must instruct the rulers 

how they are to conduct themselves in these circumstances.  

The peasants have taken on themselves the burden of three terrible sins against God and man, 

by which they have abundantly merited death in body and soul. In the first place they have 

sworn to be true and faithful, submissive and obedient, to their rulers, as Christ commands, 

when he says, ‘Render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's,’ and in Romans XIII, ‘Let 

everyone be subject unto the higher powers.’ Because they are breaking this obedience, and 

are setting themselves against the higher powers, wilfully and with violence, they have 

forfeited body and soul, as faithless, perjured, lying, disobedient knaves and scoundrels are 

 
2 Μαρτίνος Λούθηρος. http://individual.utoronto.ca/mmilner/history2p91/primary/rupp6213.htm 

http://individual.utoronto.ca/mmilner/history2p91/bible.htm#mat7:1
http://individual.utoronto.ca/mmilner/history2p91/bible.htm#joh8:44
http://individual.utoronto.ca/mmilner/history2p91/bible.htm#rom13:1
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wont to do. St. Paul passed this judgement on them in Romans XIII when he said, that they 

who resist the power will bring a judgement upon themselves. This saying will smite the 

peasants sooner or later, for it is God's will that faith be kept and duty done.  

In the second place, they are starting a rebellion, and violently robbing and plundering 

monasteries and castles which are not theirs, by which they have a second time deserved 

death in body and soul, if only as highwaymen and murderers. Besides, any man against 

whom it can be proved that he is a maker of sedition is outside the law of God and Empire, so 

that the first who can slay him is doing right and well. For if a man is an open rebel every man 

is his judge and executioner, just as when a fire starts, the first to put it out is the best man. 

For rebellion is not simple murder, but is like a great fire, which attacks and lays waste a whole 

land. Thus rebellion brings with it a land full of murder and bloodshed, makes widows and 

orphans, and turns everything upside down, like the greatest disaster. Therefore let everyone 

who can, smite, slay and stab, secretly or openly, remembering that nothing can be more 

poisonous, hurtful or devilish than a rebel. It is just as when one must kill a mad dog; if you 

do not strike him, he will strike you, and a whole land with you.  

In the third place, they cloak this terrible and horrible sin with the Gospel, call themselves 

‘Christian brethren’, receive oaths and homage, and compel people to hold with them to these 

abominations. Thus they become the greatest of all blasphemers of God and slanderers of his 

holy Name, serving the devil, under the outward appearance of the Gospel, thus earning 

death in body and soul ten times over. I have never heard of a more hideous sin. I suspect that 

the devil feels the Last Day coming and therefore undertakes' such an unheard-of-act, as 

though saying to himself, ‘This is the last, therefore it shall be the worst; I will stir up the dregs 

and knock out the bottom.’ God will guard us against him! See what a mighty prince the devil 

is, how he has the world in his hands and can throw everything into confusion, when he can 

so quickly catch so many thousands of peasants, deceive them, blind them, harden them and 

throw them into revolt, and do with them whatever his raging fury undertakes.  

It does not help the peasants, when they pretend that, according to Genesis i and ii, all things 

were created free and common, and that all of us alike have been baptized. For under the New 

Testament Moses does not count; for there stands our Master, Christ, and subjects us, with 

our bodies and our property, to the emperor and the law of this world, when he says, ‘Render 

to Caesar the things that are Caesar's.’ Paul, too, says, in Romans XII, to all baptized 

Christians, ‘Let every man be subject to the power’, and Peter says, ‘Be subject to every 

ordinance of man.’ By this doctrine of Christ we are bound to live, as the Father commands 

from heaven, saying, ‘This is My beloved Son; hear him.’ For baptism does not make men free 

in body and property, but in soul; and the Gospel does not make goods common, except in 

the case of those who do of their own free will what the apostles and disciples did in Acts IV. 

They did not demand, as do our insane peasants in their raging, that the goods of others - of 

a Pilate and a Herod - should be common, but only their own goods. Our peasants, however, 

would have other men's goods common, and keep their own goods for themselves. Fine 

Christians these! I think there is not a devil left in hell; they have all gone into the peasants. 

Their raving has gone beyond all measure.  

Since the peasants, then, have brought both God and man down upon them and are already 

so many times guilty of death in body and soul, since they submit to no court and wait for no 

http://individual.utoronto.ca/mmilner/history2p91/bible.htm#rom12:4
http://individual.utoronto.ca/mmilner/history2p91/bible.htm#act4:34
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verdict, but only rage on, I must instruct the worldly governors how they are to act in the 

matter with a clear conscience.  

First. I will not oppose a ruler who, even though be does not tolerate the Gospel, will smite 

and punish these peasants without offering to submit the case to judgement. For he is within 

his rights, since the peasants are not contending any longer for the Gospel, but have become 

faithless, perjured, disobedient, rebellious murderers, robbers and blasphemers, whom even 

heathen rulers have the right and power to punish; nay, it is their duty to punish them, for it 

is just for this purpose that they bear the sword, and are ‘the ministers of God upon him that 

doeth evil’.  

But if the ruler is a Christian and tolerates the Gospel, so that the peasants have no appearance 

of a case against him, he should proceed with fear. First he must take the matter to God, 

confessing that we have deserved these things, and remembering that God may, perhaps, 

have thus aroused the devil as a punishment upon all Germany. Then he should humbly pray 

for help against the devil, for ‘we are battling not only against flesh and blood, but against 

spiritual wickedness in the air’, and this must be attacked with prayer. Then, when our hearts 

are so turned to God that we are ready to let his divine will be done, whether he will or will 

not have us to be princes and lords, we must go beyond our duty, and offer the mad peasants 

an opportunity to come to terms, even though they are not worthy of it. Finally, if that does 

not help, then swiftly grasp the sword.  

For a prince and lord must remember in this case that he is God's minister and the servant of 

his wrath (Romans XIII), to whom the sword is committed for use upon such fellows, and that 

he sins as greatly against God, if he does not punish and protect and does not fulfil the duties 

of his office, as does one to whom the sword has not been committed when he commits a 

murder. If he can punish and does not - even though the punishment consist in the taking of 

life and the shedding of blood - then he is guilty of all the murder and all the evil which these 

fellows commit, because, by wilful neglect of the divine command, he permits them to practice 

their wickedness, though he can prevent it, and is in duty bound to do so. Here, then, there is 

no time for sleeping; no place for patience or mercy. It is the time of the sword, not the day of 

grace.  

The rulers, then, should go on unconcerned, and with a good conscience lay about them as 

long as their hearts still beat. It is to their advantage that the peasants have a bad conscience 

and an unjust cause, and that any peasant who is killed is lost in body and soul and is eternally 

the devil's. But the rulers have a good conscience and a just cause; and can, therefore, say to 

God with all assurance of heart, ‘Behold, my God, thou hast appointed me prince or lord, of 

this I can have no doubt; and though hast committed to me the sword over the evildoers 

(Romans XIII). It is thy Word, and cannot lie. I must fulfill my office, or forfeit thy grace. It is 

also plain that these peasants have deserved death many times over, in thine eyes and the 

eyes of the world, and have been committed to me for punishment. If it be thy will that I be 

slain by them, and that my rulership be taken from me and destroyed, so be it: thy will be 

done. So shall I die and be destroyed fulfilling thy commandment and thy Word, and shall be 

found obedient to thy commandment and my office. Therefore will I punish and smite as long 

as my heart bears. Thou wilt judge and make things right.’  
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Thus it may be that one who is killed fighting on the ruler's side may be a true martyr in the 

eyes of God, if he fights with such a conscience as I have just described, for he is in God's 

Word and is obedient to him. On the other hand, one who perishes on the peasants' side is an 

eternal brand of hell, for he bears the sword against God's Word and is disobedient to him, 

and is a member of the devil. And even though it happens that the peasants gain the upper 

hand (which God forbid!) for to God all things are possible, and we do not know whether it 

may be his will, through the devil, to destroy all order and rule and cast the world upon a 

desolate heap, as a prelude to the Last Day, which cannot be far off - nevertheless, they may 

die without worry and go to the scaffold with a good conscience, who are found exercising 

their office of the sword. They may leave to the devil the kingdom of the world, and take in 

exchange the everlasting kingdom. Strange times, these, when a prince can win heaven with 

bloodshed, better than other men with prayer!  

Finally, there is another thing that ought to move the rulers. The peasants are not content to 

be themselves the devil's own, but they force and compel many good people against their 

wills to join their devilish league, and so make them partakers of all of their own wickedness 

and damnation. For anyone who consents to what they do, goes to the devil with them, and 

is guilty of all the evil deeds that they commit; though he has to do this because he is so weak 

in faith that he does not resist them. A pious Christian ought to suffer a hundred deaths, rather 

than give a hair's breadth of consent to the peasants' cause. O how many martyrs could now 

be made by the bloodthirsty peasants and the murdering prophets! Now the rulers ought to 

have mercy on these prisoners of the peasants, and if they had no other reason to use the 

sword, with a good conscience, against the peasants, and to risk their own lives and property 

in fighting them, there would be reason enough, and more than enough, in this - that thus 

they would be rescuing and helping these souls, whom the peasants have forced into their 

devilish league and mho, without willing it, are sinning so horribly, and who must be 

damned. For truly these souls are in purgatory; nay, in the bonds of hell and the devil.  

Therefore, dear lords, here is a place where you can release, rescue, help. Have mercy on these 

poor people [whom the peasants have compelled to join them]. Stab, smite, slay, whoever can. 

If you die in doing it, well for you! A more blessed death can never be yours, for you die 

obeying the divine Word and commandment in Romans XIII, and in loving service of your 

neighbour, whom you are rescuing from the bonds of hell and of the devil. And so I beg 

everyone who can to flee from the peasants as from the devil himself; those who do not flee, 

I pray that God will enlighten and convert. As for those who are not to be converted, God 

grant that they may have neither fortune nor success. To this let every pious Christian say 

Amen! For this prayer is right and good, and pleases God; this I know. If anyone think this 

too hard, let him remember that rebellion is intolerable and that the destruction of the world 

is to be expected every hour.  

Philad. Edn., IV, 248 et seq.  
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C. Kett’s Demands Being in Rebellion (1549)3 

 

‘Keates demaundes beinge in Rebellyon’ (the title given on the final page, f. 78v) is a list of twenty-

nine requests. It written at Mousehold and presented to Edward Seymour, Duke of Somerset, then 

Lord Protector of England (for the minor King Edward VI). The movement was suppressed, and 

Robert Kett was hanged for treason on 7 December 1549. It is preserved in a single copy, now 

London, British Library, Harley MS 304, fols 75r–78v. It opens with a list of the names of hundreds 

and their representatives in Norfolk, Suffolk and the city of Norwich, omitted here. The signatures at 

the end appear to be autographs.  

 

|f. 75v| We pray your grace that where it is enacted for Inclosyng that it be not hurtfull to 

suche as haue enclosed saffren groundes for they be gretly chargeablye to them and that 

ffrome hensforth noman shall enclose eny more.  

We certifie your grace that where as the lordes of ther manours hath byn byn Charged with 

certen ffre rent the same lordes hath sought meanes to charge ther ffreholders to pay the same 

rent contrarye to right.  

We pray your grace that no lord of no mannor shall comon uppon the Comons.  

We pray that prestes frome hensforth shall purchase no londes neyther ffre nor Bond and the 

londes that they haue in possession may be letten to temporall men as they haue byn wer in 

the ffyrst yere of the reign of kyng henry the vijth.  

We pray that Rede ground and medowe grounde may be at suche price as they wer in the 

first yere of kyng henry the vijth.  

We pray that all marshysshe that ar holden of the kynges maiestie by ffre rent or of eny other 

may be ageyn at the price that they wer In the ffirst yere of kyng henry the vijth.  

We pray that all Busshelles within your realme be of one stice that is to sey to be in mesure 

viij gallons.  

|f. 76r| [W]e pray that [any prest] or vicars that be nat able to preche and sett forth the woorde 

of god to hys parissheners may be clerely putt from hys benyfice and the parissheners there 

to chose an other or elles the pateron or lord of the towne.  

We pray that the paymentes of castillward rent and blanche fferme and office landes whiche 

hath byn accostomed to be gathered of the tenamentes where as we suppose the lordes ought 

to pay the same to ther balyffes for ther rentes gatheryng and not the tenantes.  

We p⟨r⟩ay that noman vnder the degre of a knyght or esquyer kepe a dowe howse except it 

hath byn of an ould anchyent costome.  

 
3 Robert Kett. https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Kett%E2%80%99s_Demands_Being_in_Rebellion 
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We pray that all ffreholders and copieholders may take \the/ profightes of all comons and 

ther lordes to comon and the lordes not to comon nor take profightes of the same.  

We pray that no ffeodarye within your sheres shalbe a counceller to eny man in his office 

makyng wherby the kyng may be trulye serued so that a man beeng of good consyence may 

be yerely chosyn to the same office by the comons of the same sheyre.  

We pray that copie your grace to take all libertie of lete into your owne handes wherby all 

men may quyetly enioye ther comons with all profightes.  

We pray that copiehould londes that is onresonable rented may go as it dyd in the ffirst yere 

of kyng her henry the vij and that at the deth of a tenante or of a sale the same landes to be 

charged with an esey ffyne as a capon or a resonable […]ss some of money for a 

remembraunce.  

|f. 76v| We pray that a prest sh[all be a chaplaine] nor no other officer to eny man of honor or 

wyrshypp but only to be resydent vppon ther benefices wherby ther paryssheners may be 

enstructed with the lawes of god.  

We pray thatt all bonde men may be made ffre for god made all ffre with his precious blode 

sheddyng.  

We pray that Ryvers may be ffre and comon to all men for ffysshyng and passage.  

We pray that no man shalbe put by your Eschetour and ffeodarie to ffynde eny office vnles he 

be holdeth of your grace in cheyff or capite aboue x li by yere.  

We pray that the pore mariners or ffyssheremen may haue the hole profightes of ther 

ffysshynges in this realme as purpres grampes whalles or eny grett ffysshe so it be not 

preiudiciall to your grace.  

We pray that euery propriatorie parson or vicar havyng a benifice of x li or more by yere shall 

eyther by themselues or by some other parson teche pore mens chyldren of ther parisshe the 

Boke called the p cathakysme and the prymer.  

We pray that it be not lawfull to the lordes of eny mannor to purchase londes frely and to lett 

them out ageyn by copie of court roll to ther gret advaunchement and to the vndoyng of your 

pore subiectes.  

We pray that no propriatorie parson or vicar in consideracon of advoydin[g] trobyll and sute 

bet⟨w⟩yn them and ther pore parisshners whiche they daly do procede and attempt shall from 

hensforth take for the full contentacon of all the tenthes which nowe they do receyue but viij 

d of the noble in the full discharge of all other tythes.  

|f. 77r| [We pray that no man] vnder the degre of es[quyer] shall kepe any conyes vpon any 

of his owne ffrehold or copiehold onles he pale them in so that it shall not be to the comons 

noysoyns.  
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We pray that no person of what estate degre or condicion he be shall from hensforth sell the 

adwardshyp of eny chyld but that the same chyld if he lyf lyve to his full age shalbe at his 

owne chosyng concernyng his marriage the kynges wardes only except.  

We pray that no matter mannor of person havyng a mannor of his owne shall be non other 

lordes balyf but only his owne.  

Item We pray that no lord knyght nor gentleman shall haue or take in ferme any spirituall 

promocion.  

We pray your grace to gyve lycens and aucthorite by your gracious comyssion under your 

grett seall to suche comyssioners as your pore comons hath chosyn or to as many of them as 

your maiestie and your counsell shall apoynt and thynke mete for to redresse and refourme 

all suche good lawes statutes proclamacions and all other your procedynges whiche hath byn 

hydden by your Justices of your peace Shreues Escheatores and other your officers from your 

pore comons synes the ffirst yere of \the reign of/ your noble grandfather kyng henry the 

seventh.  

We pray that those your officers which \that/ hath offended your grace and your comons and 

so provid by the compleynt of your pore comons do gyue onto those pore men so assembled 

iiij d euery day so long as they \haue/ remayned ther.  

We pray that no lorde knyght esquyer nor gentleman do grase nor fede eny bullockes or shepe 

if he may spende fforty pou[nds] a yere by his landes but only for the provicion of his howse.  

By me Rob’t Kett           Thomas Cod  

By me Thomas Aldryche  

 

D. The True Levellers Standard Advanced: Or, The State of 

Community Opened, and Presented to the Sons of Men (1649).4 
 

A Declaration to the Powers of England, and to all the Powers of the World, shewing the 

Cause why the Common People of England have begun, and gives Consent to Digge up, 

Manure, and Sow Corn upon George-Hill in Surrey; by those that have Subscribed, and 

thousands more that gives Consent. 

In the beginning of Time, the great Creator Reason, made the Earth to be a Common Treasury, 

to preserve Beasts, Birds, Fishes, and Man, the lord that was to govern this Creation; for Man 

had Domination given to him, over the Beasts, Birds, and Fishes; but not one word was spoken 

in the beginning, That one branch of mankind should rule over another. 

 
4 Gerrard Winstanley. https://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/winstanley/1649/levellers-standard.htm 
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And the Reason is this, Every single man, Male and Female, is a perfect Creature of himself; 

and the same Spirit that made the Globe, dwels in man to govern the Globe; so that the flesh 

of man being subject to Reason, his Maker, hath him to be his Teacher and Ruler within 

himself, therefore needs not run abroad after any Teacher and Ruler without him, for he needs 

not that any man should teach him, for the same Anoynting that ruled in the Son of man, 

teacheth him all things. 

But since humane flesh (that king of Beasts) began to delight himself in the objects of the 

Creation, more then in the Spirit Reason and Righteosness, who manifests himself to be the 

indweller in the Five Sences, of Hearing, Seeing, Tasting, Smelling, Feeling; then he fell into 

blindness of mind and weakness of heart, and runs abroad for a Teacher and Ruler: And so 

selfish imaginations taking possession of the Five Sences, and ruling as King in the room of 

Reason therein, and working with Covetousnesse, did set up one man to teach and rule over 

another; and thereby the Spirit was killed, and man was brought into bondage, and became a 

greater Slave to such of his own kind, then the Beasts of the field were to him. 

And hereupon, The Earth (which was made to be a Common Treasury of relief for all, both 

Beasts and Men) was hedged in to In-closures by the teachers and rulers, and the others were 

made Servants and Slaves: And that Earth that is within this Creation made a Common Store-

house for all, is bought and sold, and kept in the hands of a few, whereby the great Creator is 

mightily dishonoured, as if he were a respector of persons, delighting int he comfortable 

Livelihoods of some, and rejoycing in the miserable povertie and straits of others. From the 

beginning it was not so. 

But this coming in of Bondage, is called "A-dam", because this ruling and teaching power 

without, doth "dam" up the Spirit of Peace and Liberty; First within the heart, by filling it with 

slavish fears of others. Secondly without, by giving the bodies of one to be imprisoned, 

punished and oppressed by the outward power of another. And this evil was brought upon 

us through his own Covetousnesse, whereby he is blinded and made weak, and sees not the 

Law of Righteousnesse in his heart, which is the pure light of Reason, but looks abroad for it, 

and thereby the Creation is cast under bondage and curse, and the creator is sleighted; First 

by the Teachers and Rulers that sets themselves down in the Spirits room, to teach and rule, 

where he himself is only King. Secondly by the other, that refuses the Spirit, to be taught and 

governed by fellow Creatures, and this was called Israels Sin, in casting off the Lord and 

chusing Saul, one like themselves to be their King, when as they had the same Spirit of Reason 

and government in themselves, as he had, if they were but subject. And Israels rejecting of 

outward teachers and rulers to embrace the Lord, and to be all taught and ruled by that 

righteous King, that Jeremiah Prophesied shall rule in the new Heavens and new Earth in the 

latter dayes, will be their Restauration from bondage, Jer. 23.5, 6. 

But for the present state of the old World that is running up like parchment in the fire, and 

wearing away, we see proud Imaginary flesh, which is the wise Serpent, rises up in flesh and 

gets dominion in some to rule over others, and so forces one part of the Creation man, to be a 

slave to another; and thereby the Spirit is killed in both. The one looks upon himself as a 

teacher and ruler, and so is lifted up in pride over his fellow Creature: The other looks upon 

himself as imperfect, and so is dejected in his spirit, and looks upon his fellow Creature of his 

own Image, as a Lord above him. 
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And thus Esau, the man of flesh, which is Covetousness and Pride, hath killed Jacob, the Spirit 

of meeknesse, and righteous government in the light of Reason, and rules over him: And so 

the Earth that was made a common Treasury for all to live comfortably upon, is become 

through mans unrighteous actions one over another, to be a place, wherein one torments 

another.  

Now the great Creator, who is the Spirit Reason, suffered himself thus to be rejected, and 

troden underfoot by the covetous proud flesh, for a certain time limited; therefore saith he, 

The Seed out of whom the Creation did proceed, which is my Self, shall bruise this Serpents 

head, and restore my Creation again from this curse and bondage; and when I the King of 

Righteousnesse raigns in every man, I will be the blessing of the Earth and the joy of all 

Nations. 

And since the coming in of the stoppage, or the A-dam the Earth hath been inclosed and given 

to the Elder brother Esau, or man of flesh, and hath been bought and sold from one to another; 

and Jacob, or the younger brother, that is to succeed or come forth next, who is the universal 

spreading power of righteousnesse that gives liberty to the whole Creation, is made a servant. 

And this Elder Son, or man of bondage, hath held the Earth in bondage to himself, not by a 

meek Law of Righteousnesse, But by subtle selfish Councels, and by open and violent force; 

for wherefore is it that there is such Wars and rumours of Wars in the Nations of the Earth? 

and wherefore are men so mad to destroy one another? But only to uphold Civil propriety of 

Honor, Dominion and Riches one over another, which is the curse the Creation groans under, 

waiting for deliverance. 

But when once the Earth becomes a Common Treasury again, as it must, for all the Prophesies 

of Scriptures and Reason are Circled here in this Community, and mankind must have the 

Law of Righteousness once more writ in his heart, and all must be made of one heart, and one 

mind. 

Then this Enmity in all Lands will cease, for none shall dare to seek a Dominion over others, 

neither shall any dare to kill another, nor desire more of the Earth then another; for he that 

will rule over, imprison, oppresse, and kill his fellow Creatures, under what pretence soever, 

is a destroyer of the Creation, and an actor of the Curse, and walks contrary to the rule of 

righteousnesse: (Do, as you would have others do to you; and love your Enemies, not in 

words, but in actions). 

Therefore you powers of the Earth, or Lord Esau, the Elder brother, because youy have 

appeared to rule the Creation, first take notice, That the powere that sets you to work, is 

selvish Covetousness, and an aspiring Pride, to live in glory and ease over Jacob, the meek 

Spirit; that is, the Seed that lies hid, in & among the poor Common People, or younger Brother, 

out of whom the blessing of Deliverance is to rise and spring up to all Nations. 

And Reason, the living king of righteousnesse, doth only look on, and lets thee alone, That 

whereas thou counts thy self an Angel of Light, thou shalt appear in the light of the Sun, to be 

a Devil, A-dam, and the Curse that the Creation groans under; and the time is now come for 
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thy downfal, and Jacob must rise, who is the universal Spirit of love and righteousnesse, that 

fils, and will fill all the Earth. 

Thou teaching and ruling power of flesh, thou hast had three periods of time, to vaunt thy self 

over thy Brother; the first was from the time of thy coming in, called A-dam, or a stoppage, 

till Moses came; and there thou that wast a self-lover in Cain, killed thy brother Abel, a plain-

hearted man that loved righteousnesse: And thou by thy wisdom and beastly government, 

made the whole Earth to stinck, till Noah came, which was a time of the world, like the coming 

in of the watery Seed into the womb, towards the bringing forth of the man child. 

And from Noah till Moses came, thou still hast ruled in vaunting, pride, and cruel oppression; 

Ishmael against Isaac, Esau against Jacob; for thou hast still been the man of flesh that hath 

ever persecuted the man of righteousnesse, the Spirit Reason. 

And Secondly, from Moses till the Son of Man came, which was time of the world, that the 

man child could not speak like a man, but lisping, making signs to shew his meaning; as we 

see many Creatures that cannot speak do. For Moses Law was a Language lapped up in Types, 

Sacrifices, Forms, and Customs, which was weak time. And in this time likewise, O thou 

teaching and ruling power, thou wast an oppressor; for look into Scriptures and see if Aaron 

and the Priests were not the first that deceived the people; and the Rulers, as Kings and 

Governors, were continually the Ocean-head, out of whose power, Burdens, Oppressions, and 

Poverty did flow out upon the Earth: and these two Powers still hath been the Curse, that hath 

led the Earth, mankind, into confusion and death by their imaginary and selvish teaching and 

ruling, and it could be no otherwise; for while man looks upon himself, as an imperfect 

Creation, and seeks and runs abroad for a teacher and a rule, he is all this time a stranger to 

the Spirit that is within himself. 

But though the Earth hath been generally thus in darknesse, since the A-dam rise up, and hath 

owned a Light, and a Law without them to walk by, yet some have been found as watchmen, 

in this night time of the world, that have been taught by the Spirit within them, and not by 

any flesh without them, as Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and the Prophets: And these, and such as 

these, have still been the Butt, at whom, the powers of the Earth in all ages of the world, by 

their selvish Laws, have shot their fury. 

And then Thirdly, from the time of the Son of man, which was time that the man-child began 

to speak like a child growing upward to manhood, till now, that the Spirit is rising up in 

strength. O thou teaching and ruling power of the earthly man, thou has been an oppressor, 

by imprisonment, impoverishing, and martyrdom; and all thy power and wit, hath been to 

make Laws, and execute thm against such as stand for universal Liberty, which is the rising 

up of Jacob: as by those ancient enslaving Laws not yet blotted out, but held up as weapons 

against the man-child. 

O thou Powers of England, though thou hast promised to make this People a Free People, yet 

thou hast so handled the matter, through thy self-seeking humour, That thou has wrapped us 

up more in bondage, and oppression lies heavier upon us; not only bringing thy fellow 

Creatures, the Commoners, to a morsel of Bread, but by confounding all sorts of people by 

thy Government, of doing and undoing. 
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First, Thou hast made the people to take a Covenant and Oaths to endeavour a Reformation, 

and to bring in Liberty every man in his place; and yet while a man is in pursuing of that 

Covenant, he is imprisoned and oppressed by thy Officers, Courts, and Justices, so called. 

Thou hast made Ordinances to cast down Oppressing, Popish, Episcopal, Self-willed and 

Prerogative Laws; yet we see, That Self-wil and Prerogative power, is the great standing Law, 

that rules all in action, and others in words. 

Thou hast made many promises and protestations to make the Land a Free Nation: And yet 

at this very day, the same people, to whom thou hast made such Protestatins of Liberty, are 

oppressed by thy Courts, Sizes, Sessions, by thy Justices and Clarks of the Peace, so called, 

Bayliffs, Committees, are imprisoned, and forced to spend that bread, that should save their 

lives from Famine. 

And all this, Because they stand to maintain an universal Liberty and Freedom, which not 

only is our Birthright, which our Maker gave us, but which thou hast promised to restore unto 

us, from under the former oppressing Powers that are gone before, and which likewise we 

have bought with our Money, in Taxes, Free-quarter, and Bloud-shed; all which Sums thou 

hast received at our hands, and yet thou hast not given us our bargain. 

O thou A-dam, thu Esau, thou Cain, thou Hypocritical man of flesh, when wilt thou cease to 

kill thy younger Brother? Surely thou must not do this great work of advancing the Creation 

out of Bondage; for thou art lost extremely, and drowned in the Sea of Covetousnesse, Pride, 

and hardness of heart. The blessing shall rise out of the dust which thou treadest under foot, 

Even the poor despised People, and they shall hold up Salvation to this Land, and to all Lands, 

and thou shalt be ashamed. 

Our bodies as yet are in thy hand, our Spirit waits in quiet and peace, upon our Father for 

Deliverance; and if he give our Bloud into thy hand, for thee to spill, know this, That he is our 

Almighty Captain: And if some of you will not dare to shed your bloud, to maintain Tyranny 

and Oppression upon the Creation, know this, That our Bloud and Life shall not be unwilling 

to be delivered up in meekness to maintain universal Liberty, that so the Curse on our part 

may be taken off the Creation. 

And we shall not do this by force of Arms, we abhorre it, For that is the work of the Midianites, 

to kill one another; But by obeying the Lord of Hosts, who hath Revealed himself in us, and 

to us, by labouring the Earth in righteousness together, to eate our bread with the sweat of 

our brows, neither giving hire, nor taking hire, but working together, and eating together, as 

one man, or as one house of Israel restored from Bondage; and so by the power of Reason, the 

Law of righteousness in us, we endeavour to lift up the Creation from that bondage of Civil 

Propriety, which it groans under. 

We are made to hold forth this Declaration to you that are the Great Councel, and to you the 

Great Army of the Land of England, that you may know what we would have, and what you 

are bound to give us by your Covenants and Promises; and that you may joyn with us in this 

Work, and so find Peace. Or else, if you do oppose us, we have peace in our Work, and in 

declaring this Report: And you shall be left without excuse. 
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The Work we are going about is this, To dig up Georges-Hill and the waste Ground 

thereabouts, and to Sow Corn, and to eat our bread together by the sweat of our brows. 

And the First Reason is this, That we may work in righteousness, and lay the Foundation of 

making the Earth a Common Treasury for All, both Rich and Poor, That every one that is born 

in the land, may be fed by the Earth his Mother that brought him forth, according to the 

Reason that rules in the Creation. Not Inclosing any part into any particular hand, but all as 

one man, working together, and feeding together as Sons of one Father, members of one 

Family; not one Lording over another, but all looking upon each other, as equals in the 

Creation; so that our Maker may be glorified in the work of his own hands, and that every one 

may see, he is no respecter of Persons, but equally loves his whole Creation, and hates nothing 

but the Serpent, which is Covetousness, branching forth into selvish Imagination, Pride, 

Envie, Hypocrisie, Uncleanness; all seeking the ease and honor of flesh, and fighting against 

the Spirit Reason that made the Creation; for that is the Corruption, the Curse, the Devil, the 

Father of Lies; Death and Bondage that Serpent and Dragon that the Creation is to be delivered 

from. 

And we have moved hereunto for that Reason, and other which hath been shewed us, both 

by Vision, Voyce, and Revelation. 

For it is shewed us, That so long as we, That so long as we, or any other, doth own the Earth 

to be the peculier Interest of Lords and Landlords, and not common to others as well as them, 

we own the Curse, and holds the Creation under bondage; and so long as we or any other 

doth own Landlords and Tennants, for one to call the Land his, or another to hire it of him, or 

for one to give hire, and for another to work for hire; this is to dishonour the work of Creation; 

as if the righteous Creator should have respect to persons, and therefore made the Earth for 

some, and not for all: And so long as we, or any other maintain this Civil Propriety, we consent 

still to hold the Creation down under that bondage it groans under, and so we should hinder 

the work of Restoration, and sin against Light that is given into us, and so through fear of the 

flesh man, lose our peace. 

And that this Civil Propriety is the Curse, is manifest thus, Those that Buy and Sell Land, and 

are landlords, have got it either by Oppression, or Murther, or Theft; and all landlords lives 

in the breach of the Seventh and Eighth Commandements, Thous shalt not steal, nor kill. 

First by their Oppression. They have by their subtle imaginary and covetous wit, got the plain-

hearted poor, or yonger Brethren to work for them, for small wages, and by their work have 

got a great increase; for the poor by their labour lifts up Tyrants to rule over them; or else by 

their covetous wit, they have out-reached the plain-hearted in Buying and Selling, and thereby 

inriched themselves, but impoverished others: or else by their subtile wit, having been a lifter 

up into places of Trust, have inforced people to pay Money for a Publick use, but have divided 

much of it into their private purses; and so have got it by Oppression. 

Then Secondly for Murther; They have by subtile wit and power, pretended to preserve a 

people in safety by the power of the Sword; and what by large Pay, much Free-quarter, and 

other Booties, which they call their own, they get much Monies, and with this they buy Land, 

and become landlords; and if once Landlords, then they rise to be Justices, Rulers, and State 
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Governours, as experience shewes: But all this is but a bloudy and subtile Theevery, 

countenanced by a Law that Covetousness made; and is a breach of the Seventh 

Commandement, Thou shalt not kill. 

And likewise Thirdly a breach of the Eighth Commandement, Thou shalt not steal; but these 

landlords have thus stoln the Earth from their fellow Creatures, that have an equal share with 

them, by the Law of Reason and Creation, as well as they. 

And such as these rise up to be rich in the objects of the Earth; then by their plausible words 

of flattery to the plain-hearted people, whom they deceive, and that lies under confusion and 

blindness: They are lifted up to be Teachers, Rulers, and Law makers over them that lifted 

them up; as if the Earth were made peculiarly for them, and not for other weal: If you cast 

your eye a little backward, you shall see, That this outward Teaching and Ruling power, is the 

Babylonish yoke laid upon Israel of old, under Nebuchadnezzar; and so Successively from 

that time, the Conquering Enemy, have still laid these yokes upon Israel to keep Jacob down: 

And the last enslaving Conquest which the Enemy got over Israel, was the Norman over 

England; and from that time, Kings, Lords, Judges, Justices, Bayliffs, and the violent bitter 

people that are Free-holders, are and have been Successively. The Norman Bastard William 

himself, his Colonels, Captains, inferiour Officers, and Common souldiers, who still are from 

that time to this day in pursuite of that victory, Imprisoning, Robbing, and killing the poor 

enslaved English Israelites. 

And this appears cleer, For when any Trustee or State Officer is to be Chosen, The Free-holders 

or Landlords must be the Chusers, who are the Norman Common Souldiers, spread abroad 

in the Land; And who must be Chosen: but some very rich man, who is the Successor of the 

Norman Colonels or high Officers. And to what end have they been thus Chosen? but to 

Establish that Norman power the more forcibly over the enslaved English, and to beat them 

down again, when as they gather heart to seek for Liberty. 

For what are all those Binding and Restraining Laws that have been made from one Age to 

another since that Conquest, and are still upheld by Furie over the People? I say, What are 

they? but the Cords, Bands, Manacles, and Yokes that the enslaved English, like Newgate 

Prisoners, wears upn their hands and legs as they walk the streets; by which those Norman 

Oppressors, and these their Successors from Age to Age have enslaved the poor People by, 

killed their younger Brother, and would not suffer Jacob to arise. 

O what mighty Delusion, do you, who are the powers of England live in! That while you 

pretend to throw down that Norman yoke, and Babylonish power, and have promised to 

make the groaning people of England a Free People; yet you still lift up that Norman yoke, 

and slavish Tyranny, and holds the People as much in bondage, as the Bastard Conquerour 

himself, and his Councel of War. 

Take notice, That England is not a Free People, till the Poor that have no Land, have a free 

allowance to dig and labour the Commons, and so live as Comfortably as the Landlords that 

live in their Inclosures. For the People have not laid out their Monies, and shed their Bloud, 

that their Landlords, the Norman power, should still have its liberty and freedom to rule in 

Tyranny in his Lords, landlords, Judges, Justices, Bayliffs, and State Servants; but that the 
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Oppressed might be set Free, Prison doors opened, and the Poor peoples hearts comforted by 

an universal Consent of making the Earth a Common Treasury, that they may live together as 

one House of Israel, united in brotherly love into one Spirit; and having a comfortable 

livelihood in the Community of one Earth their Mother. 

If you look through the Earth, you shall see, That the landlords, Teachers and Rulers, are 

Oppressors, Murtherers, and Theeves in this manner; But it was not thus from the Beginning. 

And this is one Reason of our digging and labouring the Earth one with another; That we 

might work in righteousness, and lift up the Creation from bondage: For so long as we own 

Landlords in this Corrupt Settlement, we cannot work in righteousness; for we should still lift 

up the Curse, and tread down the Creation, dishonour the Spirit of universal Liberty, and 

hinder the work of Restauration. 

Secondly, In that we begin to Digge upon George-Hill, to eate our Bread together by righteous 

labour, and sweat of our browes, It was shewed us by Vision in Dreams, and out of Dreams, 

That that should be the Place we should begin upon; And though that Earth in view of Flesh, 

be very barren, yet we should trust the Spirit for a blessing. And that not only this Common, 

or Heath should be taken in and Manured by the People, but all the Commons and waste 

Ground in England, and in the whole World, shall be taken in by the People in righteousness, 

not owning any Propriety; but taking the Earth to be a Common Treasury, as it was first made 

for all. 

Thirdly, It is shewed us, That all the Prophecies, Visions, and Revelations of Scriptures, of 

Prophets, and Apostles, concerning the calling of the Jews, the Restauration of Israel; and 

making of that People, the Inheritors of the whole Earth; doth all seat themselves in this Work 

of making the Earth a Common Treasury; as you may read, Ezek. 24.26, 27, &c. Jer. 33.7 to 12. 

Esay. 49.17, 18, &c. Zach. 8. from 4, to 12, Dan. 2.44, 45, Dan. 7.27. Hos. 14.5, 6,7. Joel 2.26, 27. 

Amos 9. from 8 to the end, Obad. 17.18.21. Mic. 5. from 7 to the end, Hab. 2.6, 7, 8, 13, 14. Gen. 

18.18. Rom. 11.15. Zeph. 3. &c. Zech. 14.9. 

And when the Son of man , was gone from the Apostles, his Spirit descended upon the 

Apostles and Brethren, as they were waiting at Jerusalem; and Rich men sold their 

Possessions, and gave part to the Poor; and no man said, That ought that he possessed was 

his own, for they had all things Common, Act. 4.32. 

Now this Community was supprest by covetous proud flesh, which was the powers that ruled 

the world; and the righteous Father suffered himself thus to be suppressed for a time, times 

and dividing of time, or for 42 months, or for three days and half, which are all but one and 

the same term of time: And the world is now come to the half day; and the Spirit of Christ, 

which is the Spirit of universal Community and Freedom is risen, and is rising, and will rise 

higher and higher, till those pure waters of Shiloe, the Well Springs of Life and Liberty to the 

whole Creation, do over-run A-dam, and drown those banks of Bondage, Curse and Slavery. 

Fourthly, This work to make the Earth a Common Treasury, was shewed us by Voice in 

Trance, and out of Trance, which which words were these, 

Work together, Eate Bread together, Declare this all abroad.  
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Which Voice was heard Three times: And in Obedience to the Spirit, We have Declared this 

by Word of mouth, as occasion was offered. Secondly, We have declared it by writing, which 

others may reade. Thirdly, We have now begun to declare it by Action, in Diging up the 

Common Land, and casting in Seed that we may eat our Bread together in righteousness. And 

every one that comes to work, shall eate the Fruit of their own labours, one having as much 

Freedom in the Fruit of the Earth as another. Another Voice that was heard was this, 

Israel shall neither take Hire, nor give Hire. 

And if so, then certainly none shall say, This is my Land, work for me, and IÕle give you 

Wages. For, The Earth is the Lords, that is, Mans, who is Lord of the Creation, in every branch 

of mankind; perfect; so every particular man is but a member or branch of mankind; and 

mankind living in the light and obedience to Reason, the King of righteousness, is thereby 

made a fit and compleat Lord of the Creation. And the whole Earth is this Lords Man, subject 

to the Spirit. And not the Inheritance of covetous proud Flesh, that is selvish, and enmity to 

the Spirit. 

And if the Earth be not peculiar to any one branch, or branches of manking, but the Inheritance 

of all; Then is it Free and Common for all, to work together, and eate together. 

And truly, you Counsellors and Powers of the Earth, know this, That wheresoever there is a 

People, thus united by Common Community of livelihood into Oneness, it will become the 

strongest Land in the World, for then they will be as one man to defend their Inheritance; and 

Salvation (which is Liberty and Peace) is the Walls and Bulwarks of that Land or City. 

Whereas on the otherside, pleading for Propriety and single Interst, divides the People of a 

land, and the whole world into Parties, and is the cause of all Wars and Bloud-shed, and 

Contention every where. 

Another Voice that was heard in a Trance, was this, 

Whosoever labours the Earth for any Person or Persons, that are lifted up to rule over others, 

and doth not look upon themselves, as Equal to others in the Creation: The hand of the Lord 

shall be upon that Laborer: I the Lord have spoke it, and I will do it.  

This Declares likewise to all Laborers, or such as are called Poor people, that they shall not 

dare to work for Hire, for any Landlord, or for any that is lifted up above others; for by their 

labours, they have lifted up Tyrants and Tyranny; and by denying to labor for Hire, they shall 

pull them down again. He that works for another, either for Wages, or to pay him Rent, works 

unrighteously, and still lifts up the Curse; but they that are resolved to work and eat together, 

making the Earth a Common Treasury, doth joyn hands with Christ, to lift up the Creation 

from Bondage, and restores all things from the Curse. 

Fiftly, That which does incourage us to go on in this work, is this; we find the streaming out 

of Love in our hearts towards all; to enemies as well as friends; we would have none live in 

Beggery, Poverty, or Sorrow, but that everyone might enjoy the benefit of his creation: we 
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have peace in our hearts, and quiet rejoycing in our work, and filled with sweet content, 

though we have but a dish of roots and bread for our food. 

And we are assured, that in the strength of this Spirit that hath manifested himself to us, we 

shall not be startled, neither at Prison nor Death, while we are about his work; and we have 

bin made to sit down and count what it may cost us in undertaking such a work, and we know 

the full sum, and are resolved to give all that we have to buy this Pearl which we see in the 

Field. 

For by this work we are assured, and Reason makes it appear to others, that Bondage shall be 

removed, Tears wiped away, and all poor People by their righteous Labours shall be relieved, 

and freed from Poverty and Straits; For is this work of Restoration there will be no begger in 

Israel: For surely, if there was no Begger in literal Israel, there shall be no Begger in Spiritual 

Israel the Anti-type, much more. 

Sixtly, We have another encouragement that this work shall prosper, Because we see it to be 

the fulness of Time: For whereas The Son of Man, the Lamb, came in the Fulness of Time, that 

is, when the Powers of the World made the Earth stink every where, by oppressing others, 

under pretense of worshipping the Spirit rightly, by the Types and Sacrifices of Moses law; 

the Priests were grown so abominably Covetous and Proud, that they made the People to 

loathe the Sacrifices and to groan under the Burden of their Oppressing Pride. 

Even so now in this Age of the World, that the Spirit is upon his Resurrection, it is likewise 

the Fulness of Time in a higher measure. For whereas the People generally in former times 

did rest upon the very observation of the Sacrifices and Types, but persecuted the very name 

of the Spirit; Even so now, Professors do rest upn the bare observatin of Forms and Customs, 

and pretend to the Spirit, and yet persecutes, grudges, and hates the power of the Spirit; and 

as it was then, so it is now: All places stink with the abomination of Self-seeking Teachers and 

Rulers. For do not I see that everyone Preacheth for money, Counsels for money, and fights 

for money to maintain particular Interests? And none of these three, that pretend to give 

liberty to the Creation, do give liberty to the Creation; neither can they, for they are enemies 

to universal liberty; So that the earth stinks with their Hypocrisie, Covetousness, Envie, sottish 

Ignorance, and Pride. 

The common People are filled with good words from Pulpits and Councel Tables, but no good 

Deeds; For they wait and wait for good, and for deliverances, but none comes; While they 

wait for liberty, behold greater bondage comes insteed of it, and burdens, oppressions, 

taskmasters, from Sessions, Lawyers, Bayliffs of Hundreds, Committees, Impropriators, 

Clerks of Peace, and Courts of Justice, so called, does whip the People by old Popish weather-

beaten Laws, that were excommunicate long age by Covenants, Oaths, and Ordinances; but 

as yet are not cast out, but rather taken in again, to be standing pricks in our eys, and thorns 

in our side; Beside Free-quartering, Plundering by some rude Souldiers, and the abounding 

of Taxes; which if they were equally divided among the Souldiery, and not too much bagd up 

in the hands of particulars Officers and Trustees, there would be less complaining: Besides the 

horrible cheating that is in Buying and Selling, and the cruel Oppression of Landlords, and 

Lords of Mannours, and quarter Sessions; Many that have bin good Souldiers, and so to fight 

to uphold the Curse, or else live in great straits and beggery: O you A-dams of the Earth, you 
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have right Clothing, full Bellies, have your Honors and Ease, and you puffe at this; But know 

thous stout-hearted Pharoah, that the day of Judgement is begun, and it will reach to thee ere 

long; Jacob hath bin very low, but he is rising, and will rise, do the worst thou canst; and the 

poor people whom thou oppresses, shall be the Saviours of the land; For the blessing is rising 

up in them, and thou shalt be ashamed. 

And thus, you Powers of England, and of the whole World, we have declared our Reasons, 

why we have begun to dug upon George hill in Surrey. One thing I must tell you more, in the 

close, which I received in voce likewise at another time; and when I received it, my ey was set 

towards you. The words were these: 

Let Israel go free.  

Surely, as Israel lay 430. years under Pharoahs bondage, before Moses was sent to fetch them 

out: even so Israel (the Elect Spirit spread in Sons and Daughters) hath lain three times so long 

already, which is the Anti-type, under your Bondage, and cruel Taskmasters: But now the 

time of Deliverance is come, and thou proud Esau, and stout-hearted Covetousness, thou 

must come down, and be lord of the Creation no longer. For now the King of Righteousness 

is rising to Rule In, and Over the Earth. 

Therefore, if thou wilt find Mercy, Let Israel go Free; break in pieces quickly the Band of 

particular Propriety, dis-own this oppressing Murder, Oppressin and Thievery of Buying and 

Selling of Land, owning of landlords, and paying of Rents, and give thy Free Consent to make 

the Earth a Common Treasury, without grumbling; That the younger Brethren may live 

comfortably upon Earth, as well as the Elder: That all may enjoy the benefit of their Creation. 

And hereby thou wilt Honour thy Father, and thy Mother. Thy Father, which is the Spirit of 

Community, that made all, and that dwels in all. Thy Mother, which is the Earth, that brought 

us all forth: That as a true Mother, loves all her Children. Therefore do not thou hinder the 

Mother Earth, from giving all her Children such, by thy Inclosing it into particular hands, and 

holding up that cursed Bondage of Inclosure by thy Power. 

And then thou wilt repent of thy Theft, in maintaining the breach of the eight Commandment, 

by Stealing the Land as I say from thy fellow-creatures, or younger Brothers: which thou and 

all thy landlords have, and do live in the breach of that Commandment. 

Then thou wilt Own no other God, or Ruling Power, but One, which is the King of 

Righteousness, ruling and dwelling in every one, and in the whole; whereas now thou hast 

many gods: For Covetousness is thy God, Pride, and an Envious murdering Humor (to kill 

one by Prison or Gallows, that crosses thee, though their cause be pure, sound, and good 

reason) is thy God, Self-love, and slavish Fear (lest others serve thee as thou hast served them) 

is thy god, Hypocrisie, Fleshly Imagination, that keeps no Promise, Covenant, nor 

Protestation, is thy God: love of Money, Honor, and Ease, is thy God: And all these, and the 

like Ruling Powers, makes thee Blind, and hard-hearted, that thou does not, nor cannot lay to 

heart the affliction of others, though they dy for want of bread, in that rich City, undone under 

your eys. 
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Therefore once more, Let Israel go Free, that the poor may labour the Waste land, and such 

the Brests of their mother Earth, that they starve not: And in so doing, thou wilt keep the 

Sabbath day, which is a day of Rest; sweetly enjoying the Peace of the Spirit of Righteousness; 

and find Peace, by living among a people that live in peace; this will be a day of Rest which 

thou never knew yet. 

But I do not entreat thee, for thous art not to be intreated, but in the Name of the lord, that 

hath drawn me forth to speak to thee; I, yea I say, I Command thee, to let Israel go Free, and 

quietly to gather together into the place where I shall appoint; and hold them no longer in 

bondage. 

And thou A-dam that holds the Earth in slavery under the Curse: If thou wilt not let Israel go 

Free; for thou being the Antitype, will be more stout and lusty then the Egyptian Paroah of 

old, who was thy Type; Then know, That whereas I brought Ten Plagues upon him, I will 

Multiply may Plagues upon thee, till I make thee weary, and miserably ashamed: And I will 

bring out my People with a strong hand, and stretched out arme. 

Thus we have discharged our Souls in declaring the Cause of our Digging upon George-Hill 

in Surrey, that the Great Councel and Army of the Land may take notice of it, That there is no 

intent of Tumult or Fighting, but only to get Bread to eat, with the sweat of our brows; working 

together in righteousness, and eating the blessings of the Earth in peace. 

And if any of you that are the great Ones of the Earth, that have been bred tenderly, and 

cannot word, do bring in your Stock into this Commond Treasury as an Offering to the work 

of Righteousness; we will work for you, and you shall receive as we receive. But if you will 

not, but Paroah like cry, Who is the Lord that we should obey him? and endeavour to Oppose, 

then know, That he that delivered Israel from Pharoah of old, is the same Power still, in whom 

we trust, and whom we serve; for this Conquest over thee shall be got, not by Sword or 

Weapon, but by my Spirit saith the Lord of Hosts. 

 

Ε. Diggers Song  (1649)5  
 

You noble Diggers all, stand up now, stand up now, 

You noble Diggers all, stand up now; 

The waste land to maintain, seeing Cavaliers by name 

Your digging do disdain, and persons all defame. 

Stand up now, stand up now. 

 

Your houses they pull down, stand up now, stand up now, 

Your houses they pull down, stand up now; 

Your houses they pull down to fright poor men in town, 

But the Gentry must come down, and the poor shall wear the crown. 

Stand up now, Diggers all! 

 
5 Gerrard Winstanley.  
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With spades and hoes and plowes, stand up now, stand up now, 

With spades and hoes and plowes, stand up now; 

Your freedom to uphold, seeing Cavaliers are bold 

To kill you if they could, and rights from you withhold. 

Stand up now, Diggers all! 

 

Their self-will is their law, stand up now, stand up now, 

Their self-will is their law, stand up now; 

Since tyranny came in, they count it now no sin 

To make a gaol a gin, to starve poor men therein. 

Stand up now, stand up now. 

 

The Gentry are all round, stand up now, stand up now, 

The Gentry are all round, stand up now; 

The Gentry are all round, on each side they are found, 

Their wisdom's so profound to cheat us of our ground. 

Stand up now, stand up now. 

 

The Lawyers they conjoin, stand up now, stand up now, 

The Lawyers they conjoin, stand up now; 

To arrest you they advise, such fury they devise, 

The devil in them lies, and hath blinded both their eyes. 

Stand up now, stand up now. 

 

The Clergy they come in, stand up now, stand up now, 

The Clergy they come in, stand up now; 

The Clergy they come in, and say it is a sin 

That we should now begin our freedom for to win. 

Stand up now, Diggers all! 

 

The tithes they yet will have, stand up now, stand up now, 

The tithes they yet will have, stand up now; 

The tithes they yet will have, and Lawyers their fees crave, 

And this they say is brave, to make the poor their slave. 

Stand up now, Diggers all! 

 

'Gainst Lawyers and 'gainst Priests, stand up now, stand up now, 

'Gainst Lawyers and 'gainst Priests, stand up now; 

For tyrants they are both, even flat against their oath, 

To grant us they are loath, free meat and drink and cloth. 

Stand up now, Diggers all! 

 

The club is all their law, stand up now, stand up now, 

The club is all their law, stand up now; 

The club is all their law, to keep poor men in awe; 

But they no vision saw to maintain such a law. 
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Stand up now, Diggers all! 

 

The Cavaliers are foes, stand up now, stand up now, 

The Cavaliers are foes, stand up now; 

The Cavaliers are foes, themselves to disclose 

By verses, not in prose, to please the singing boys. 

Stand up now, Diggers all! 

 

To conquer them by love, come in now, come in now, 

To conquer them by love, come in now; 

To conquer them by love, as it does you behove, 

For He is King above, no Power is like to Love. 

Glory here, Diggers all! 

 

 


